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70 GUIDELINLS 1OR THE REVIIN Oi RICOMDS FOR 190 PERIOD
T FROM TE END OF 065 1o (1 BEGTNATNG OF CTA
1 October TONS - X 7Scptenbey TOI7

- . -

o On 20 September 1945 I'resident 'lirry Trwrva sioned an Execut i ler

, breaking up the 0SS as of 1 October 1945 and Lliroct‘ki’ng the fs'exz;ﬁ;‘x S?M

‘ Stajtpe to take the lead in Jeveloping the program for a comprehensive and
coordinated foreign intclligence system.  Ihe Research and Analysis (R§A)
and,Pmsqngatipn Branches of the 0SS went intact to the State Department.
The remaining activitics of the 0SS (nostly clandestine services) were
assigned to the War Departient which was to keep them separate in the
Strategic Services Unit (SSU) established by the Exccutive Order for that
purpose and to kecp thosc activitics to serve ax a nucleus for a possible
central intelligence scrvice.

On 22 January 1940 President Trwnan issucd a Presidential NDirective
which established the Central Intelligence Group (C1G) functioning directly
m@%{;&b{ﬁ“i?ﬂ“l Intelligence \uthority (NIA). 1he NIA consisted of '
representatives of the Sccretarices of State, har and Navy and a personal
mprgsent;;ive of the President.  The birector of CIG was appointed by the
Px"es;dent\. His dutics included plamming to coordinate departmental intel-
}1gence activities; recommeuding pelicies and objcctives of the "national
intelligence mission;" corrclating and evaluating intelligence for strateaic
and mationgl policy and disseminating .t within the Gove rmment; pert’ominz
functions related to intelligence o the Presidont and NIA might direct;
and performing services of common corncerm where those services could be'
p@rfomed more efficiently by a cential organization, Significantly, the
Director of CIG was not given the duty of direct ly collecting intelli'qcnce.
The CIG was described as "u cooperatne interdepartmental activity." Since
the S8 had been expected only te ~civ an amtercim function, the Exocutivé
Order of 20 September 1945 divected the Secietary of War to discontinue the
SSU as soon as its functions and e litics coutd bhey 1) placed in a new
central intelligence organization; o+ olaced in the War Department; cr 3)
dropped entirely. General Magrud-r, Chicf of the SSU, was to Supe!"int{_"ﬂd
the liquidation of those S8 activitic. to he Jropped entirely during
peacetime. On 29 January 1946 the o oictary of War Jdirected that the SSU
~should be liquidated by Su June V1o, e Director of CIG was to take what
- records he wanted from SSU throush the Secretary of War and retain operational
control over them. Title . the reconds was to be settled later., Magruder
felt that SSU plans, propertics and personnel met be maintained because

they were indispenzabic for the procurement of intelligence in peacetime,

On 14 February 1940 he nrged that the ssU be placed under the Director of Cl.
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'ﬁéaﬁigwﬁwﬁ g LOPULE OVET Whether the Directe  of (g should pet the

Te unit, an “werdepartmental commitioe we- sanized under Colone)

':3,«3; tgﬁggg%&féx éﬁoﬂlﬂ”l;ﬂ?’blA-ﬁbP%BUdZ%RO ) 3Bt for the opinion

: 3 Was, ought not po to the ¢, The commit tee by ard the
the bulk of intelligencgginfo_n?mtinn came fron fricendly goxt';-‘x'xlerl\(.!-gtggll’*;{:a::hdt
much material came from other sour...s than - corot col lection; that Sau
personnel had not been adequately screcaed; and that many clandestine personne!
had become exposed during ww 11, 1. Cormn b tee thengeht that the SsU :~<hnuid
be reorganized and the desired porticn . o, tder the CIG as g "going
concern.” The comittee thought thor cre o Closedy cnm'dinatc’ ul;;x,(,!ustim_
operations, concentrate on the USSKH o 1t - Metblites, pPenetrate kov *atity-
tions to aid possible U.S. m:iliturs Covtatyoickelan ialsorn with foreign
intelligence agencies and develop lecper nernoad o Germany and i while
overt collection of intelligence inr g1t o, Fonld remsin with the o} er 1.5,
Government agencics. The COMuiLlee il voe oy oia] the interrelationsin
between the SSJ and the Rt'{\ Brianch i~ “thed i the Statt‘ “C‘Pﬂ;"rmt‘ﬂl’j)
and urged that their activitics b inte aiod e mse the REA Branch wus
"closely geared to the secret antelliponec hyaneches g their chicf pujg. .

The committee also felt that the Direct o . A Shoutd ke ”“thur},y ol
responsibility for liquidation of ti,- SN '

On 3 April 1946 the final Liquidation of S3U was postponed {rom
30 June 1946 to 30 Junc 1947, Meanwhile, the (hiof of sy was directed to
obey the instructions from the Director of CIC. This made it possilile ror
Fortier, Assistant Director and Aacting Chiel of Opdrational Services of
CIG, to take over such SV assets as the Ditector of CIG wanted while unwianted
assets would be absorbed into the W Departm nt oy abandoned,  [he arrange-
ments for the transfer of SSU to the CIu throuch the War Department were
complicated but it cnabled the CIG to take Feg Ty what it wanted whilc
Magruder, Chief of the SsU, got rid of wnwant . facilities through the wur
Department, Although no specifie Pevrd oo tion was tahen, the passapge of time
and the inferential approval of the “ationg] eaurity Act of 190 appears to
have vested title of SSi property to the o,

In June 1946 Genoral Vandenbere becve 1 Digecteor L CIG (replacing
Admiral Souers). Vandenberg folt tiat the bijecto 0f LG st be the NIA'
cxecutive officer aund he mecdiatcny traes oan to obtain preater suthority
and independence for the CIG. 1} 1. - Weas ret reristance from the member
agencies of NM, \'andc‘nhcrg did win o e N 1) & examn e \';,;]d(\“i,;»;'g
wanted the CIG to conduct 211 LR e b counter Cespionaue for e vollec-
tion of foreign intelligence abroad. 10y prevosal was modified to allon the
Directorj of CIG to conduct. only thoee Moroni o d Todera orerations which
were outside the U.S, and 1t~ POSSesaens vt st Teft C16 with the
‘authority to collect intelligense mitermat oo, he marpose of the ¢ visjon

- Was to permit the military scrvice ~ o . Hect intelligenee for departnentd

Purposes and it was meant to protoect tie i Boperfoming its dutic. withi

the U.S, Vandenberg then estaini, oo he VErree ob Special perations to

collect foreign intelligence. Mg the  wmer and fall oo 16, the O,

arranged to take over the Porsontn o wndorconior agents, forcign station.

of the SSU. By mid-uctober 1940 the Plgundats s of 88U wos complete. (SSU as
a bonafxc[g OTZANI Zation never actually wen out ol business,  The C/INS/ D0
15 the current chict of SSU and - duthericcd to conduct certain business vor

i ’
i : !
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1Y Mﬁal#'lpﬁ X AT 1544 . Perlad T-Y R \ ; Uy specis
Ty \;‘gspts fmoEX?E%gdg%ém;g%gﬁlﬂbbiﬁﬂ)Pt}sl]?(?QZ?{éRbMobﬁ3&008-‘1' hed' b

totrons were notificed that
effective 19 October 1940 "SSU discontinues b overseas activities and the
Office of Special Opcrations of Ul wssture - 1o copsibility for conducting
espionage and COUI]ICTCSPiOlm‘.:C' 1 the el Lo ool iu_-g‘t_i(,n of foreign intel
ligence information required for natrenal oot

~ As noted above, the CIT tukeowver thoot i Lretehed wver o operind of
several months in 1940, During thir perise the -6 took over nany of the
persm'mcl, installations, facilitie  wnd oo rapgements and units o well
as administrative practices o the 2 e will fond CIG, after
19 October 1946, using SSU cover wit desie e and Tetterhead stationery
from such units making it difricoit to vdont e CF documents from appearance
alone. It could be argucd that ar il b tteriean b eSS then it 1s an S5U
document. Be that as it iy, for 3‘,«11"|.11 CUTTHO noclassifieation revive
consider all records created before Dot oo oo as SS and atbd o records
created after that date as J1G. '

. GUIDELINES

For our gencral usc in the Classiiication review process, the date of
19 October 1946 will be considercd the pivotal Jdate marking the Uond' of the
e ginning' of the C1G. Generally spoaking, records dated paior
to 19 October 1940 will be considerel 5N doecineats and those ereated s0ter
that date will be considered CIG dociorents.

The methods of orsanization d operato noucd by tho S5 were ver:s
similar to those developed nd used by the o0 e Sol) was essentialiy o
military unit, stafred mostly by mrlitary persinel and boused in the W
Department under miiitary communt, Tt o< therotore pertinent for us to review
SSU documents wwler those gridelive hovel e for and wsed in the . HERE R
cation review of 085 rocords.  The 1o on the ther Jand, very seon after its
creation began to tuhe onoan indepoiaent Drbe and sikthoueh many 16 personnd!
continued to be militury it quickly attee ted pore Civilians and it was not

Cunder direct milituny command,  We wrll, thevcfore, losk ot CIG docwerent < ar

relating closely to the heginnin - ol tiw CEN md wi bl review GG doc ments
| » - . - . .
under those guidelines develeped tor and usad o the classihivation revies ol

 CIA records. As a general rule . the o8 povien team wilb Lo orecponsible for
" reviewiny documents oviginated botero B Gotobe r 1916 and the other CRb

reviewers will be responsible 1ot o dhce nts Sriginated after 19 Getoben
1946, This date is not intended U o an abecdnte pule; as in all revies
\h‘O!’E, lﬂdl\’lduﬁ] judgm:.unt st ooesed. Tor o \:lf'l‘r!c, a document f.'rig;m;zlul
aftz;r 19 October 1030 might ruter te the past ol o activitic: or problens
of the SSU making it in ¢ssence v nwrye oF lew. typical SSU doctment containing
material rclating to the 53U, Sich o docient <houdd be reviewed as being
essentially a SSU document and uany the v catdelines to judge the classifi-
cation action. (m the other hand, o Jdocument o tpinated belore 10 October 1940
might refer.to the tutare and to aorities o probiems relfating to the Cic
making it in essence a more or 1+ tapicad UVl dodaent, This type decuent
should be reviewed a- u C1G docusent usine the CIy guidetines,
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